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ABSTRACT:

IYA effort in Canada is almost entirely a volunteer one relying heavily upon generous donations
of time and effort by hundreds of people. Here we analyze accomplishments to date, and we
describe activities to come in the remaining seven months of 2009 and well beyond.
Accomplishments include provisions of hundreds of diverse opportunities for many thousands
to experience their personal moment of astronomical discovery (their ‘Galileo Moment’); a new
planetarium show being presented at four major science centres; original works of music and
performance that showcase astronomy in a captivating way for children and adults; an
animated video narrated in English, French or Mi’kmaq of an Aboriginal story relating the
seasons with circumpolar motions of stars; new educational and outreach materials aimed
primarily at youth that are distributed freely at IYA events; theatre events; image exhibits;
improved science education materials linked closely to curriculum requirements; and many
more. Inthe months to come, all of the above will continue, but opportunities for new
activities and partnerships continue to arise, e.g., Canada’s Parks Day (18 July) emphasizes IYA,
as do numerous cross-cultural events. We provide examples of the activities planned and/or
being pursued for the latter portion of 2009 and beyond. These include issuance of a
commemorative coin; delivery of a number of new education materials; prototyping of specific
programs with Canadian Aboriginal communities in many provinces with the goal of creating
multi-year partnerships to improve educational opportunities in their communities; and many
more.



