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TWO-EYED SEEING re:



Elder Albert Marshall

TWO-EYED SEEING

LEARN ... to see 
from one eye with the 

strengths of Indigenous 
knowledges and ways of 

knowing, and from the other 
eye with the strengths of 

Western (or Eurocentric or 
mainstream) knowledges 

and ways of knowing 
… and LEARN to use both 

these eyes together, 
for the benefit of all.



Key Insight:
walk and talk
… accepting
diverse styles
of evidence

Co-Learning and Two-Eyed Seeing
● community - university - others ●

Seven Considerations



What is evidence?
Whose knowledge and what application contexts?



Who wants this evidence?
Those who want to:
• develop and implement policy:
---------------------------------------------
• heal and be healthy:

objects … to be measured

subjects … with living
experience
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Whose values determine this evidence?

• researchers: 
---------------------------------------------
• Aboriginal community:

to “prove” is desirable; skepticism is a virtue

to “know” is OK; trust is a gift
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Who comes together to create “social”?

• Eurocentric: 
---------------------------------------------
• Aboriginal:

humans together

humans together with other sentient beings
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Winds of Change, Roy Thomas artist



What “life purpose” for this evidence?

• mainstream: 
---------------------------------------------
• traditional Aboriginal:

to participate in an economy-based society

to seek life … spirituality central
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What language for this evidence?

• economic model: 
---------------------------------------------
• spirit-centric model:

social capital; analytic philosophy

compassion; Indigenous philosophy
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Evidence seen as …

• abstract, noun-based indicators: 
----------------------------------------------------------------
• consciousness-oriented, verb-based indicators:

“quality of life” 
… marginalize
those of difference

meaning
making
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Evidence within what consciousness:
• physical reality: 
----------------------------------------------------------------
• physical + dream realities:
----------------------------------------------------------------
• physical + dream + unity realities:  

objects

objects & subjects

!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Aboriginal perspectives must be put forward.



cognitional

spiritual

emotional

physical





IAPH

Mi’kmaq Elders

Eskasoni Detachment

Wela’lioq / Thank you

http://www.aahrp.socialwork.dal.ca/index.html�
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