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ABSTRACT for C. BARTLETT, A. MARSHALL, AND M. MARSHALL:
Mainstream-trained research scientists and others in government, universities, 
consulting agencies, and elsewhere increasingly find themselves as participants 
in ecosystem or wildlife health initiatives wherein there is a desire to include 
Aboriginal communities and traditional knowledge. An inherent challenge (which 
may or may not be acknowledged, recognized, or faced) within this desire is:  
how do mainstream and Indigenous knowledges talk to, and walk with, each 
other? Insights that can help address this challenge can be drawn from the 
“Integrative Science” (IS) initiative in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. The initiative, 
now in its 15th year, involves university scientists and Mi’kmaq First Nations’ 
Elders, plus a few other key individuals and community organizations 
(community-based, participatory action research methodologies are used). The 
IS vision from the outset was to bring together Indigenous and mainstream 
scientific knowledges and ways of knowing. The initial arena was post-
secondary science education but IS rapidly expanded into the arenas of science 
research, applications, and outreach to Aboriginal youth and community. 
Insights from IS that can help facilitate the “talking and walking together” of 
Indigenous and mainstream sciences include various lessons learned, a 
broadened view of science, and a few “big picture” science knowledge visuals. 
Significance of the latter reside with the intent that participants in IS efforts be 
able to weave back and forth between Indigenous and mainstream sciences (as 
circumstances may dictate) rather than attempting to merge the two and also 
while trying to avoid knowledge domination, assimilation, or marginalization. 
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“LEARN ... to see 
from one eye with
the strengths of 
Indigenous knowledges and ways of 
knowing, and from the other eye with the 
strengths of Western (or Eurocentric or 
mainstream) knowledges and ways of 
knowing … and LEARN to use both 
these eyes together, for the benefit of all.” 
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stories of our interactions with and within nature

• recognition
• transformation
• expression

• various 

• various ways to connect the dots
• variety in our stories

Science
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- responsibility

- hypothesis
(making & testing)

- data collection
- data analysis
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mathematical language 
(rigour) and computer 

models 
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Thank you / Wela’lioq 



The support of various partners 
and funding agencies is 
gratefully acknowledged.

Eskasoni Detachment

http://www.aahrp.socialwork.dal.ca/index.html�
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