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Why & How



WHY????  Because today …
Mi’kmaq and other Aboriginal young people 
are poised on the edge of two worlds.
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WesternIndigenous

TWO-EYED SEEING
can help young people learn to be solidly in two worlds.
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Indigenous and Western
scientific knowledges are

based in observations
of  the natural world.

Both result from the
same intellectual process

of  creating
“order”, i.e. pattern stories.

Science is pattern-based knowledge.
Artist Basma Kavanagh
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DYNAMIC, PATTERN-BASED KNOWLEDGE

stories of our interactions with and within nature



Two-Eyed Seeing 
how our world is

interconnective parts & wholes
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draw upon our “pattern smarts”
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Artist:  Rod Restoule 
from: Into the Daylight; 

C. Morrisseau, 1998
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stories of our interactions with and within nature
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interconnectiveness
SCIENCE stories of: 

my world is “all my relations” (subjects)

Artist:  Rod Restoule 
from: Into the Daylight; 

C. Morrisseau, 1998 



SCIENCE stories of: 

parts & wholes

my world is many “its” (objects)
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how our world is
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- respect
- relationship
- reverence
- reciprocity
- ritual (ceremony)

- repetition
- responsibility

- hypothesis
(making & testing)

- data collection
- data analysis
- model & theory

construction

Two-Eyed Seeing 
our key concepts & actions

DYNAMIC, PATTERN-BASED KNOWLEDGE
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Wela’lioq / Thank you
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